
BWCAW Permit Reservations
THE LOTTERY The permit reservation process
starts each year when lottery applications for permit
reservations may be submitted to Reserve America 
by website, mail, or fax beginning on November 1.
Applications submitted by mail or fax will be accepted
through the close of business (5:00 p.m. CST) on
January 10. Applications submitted via website will be
accepted through close of business (5:00 p.m. CST) on
January 15. All applications submitted during this peri-
od will be processed by lottery (regardless of the order
received). Please use this application. You may request
additional applications from any Superior National
Forest Office or download one from the Web Site.

FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED On January 20,
following the lottery, first-come, first-served reservation
processing will begin via interactive website (reserva-
tions processed and confirmed immediately), mail, or
fax. Please note that if January 20 falls on a Sunday or a
holiday, mail and fax reservations will not be processed
until the next business day. Phone reservations will be
accepted beginning February 1.

RESERVATION FEE A $12.00 non-refundable
reservation fee is required for each day or overnight per-
mit reserved.

OVERNIGHT USER FEE DEPOSIT If reserv-
ing an overnight permit, a $20.00 deposit will be col-
lected regardless of group size. The deposit may be
refunded if a reservation is cancelled two or more days
prior to the entry date. If the reservation is not can-
celled in time, or the permit is not used, the $20.00
deposit is not refunded.

Picking Up A Permit 
for the BWCAW

Permits can only be picked up the day before or the day
of entry. Please check with your desired permit pick-up
location to confirm their office hours. Remember to
bring a photo ID when you pick up your permit.

RESERVED PERMITS All reserved permits must
be picked up at the location specified by the trip leader
when the reservation was made, or at a Forest Service
office. Any remaining overnight user fees (not covered
by the $20.00 deposit), will be calculated when the per-
mit is issued based on the group size upon arrival.

NON-RESERVED PERMITS Non-reserved
quota permits can be picked up at any issuing station 
if the quota has not yet been met for the entry point
you have selected.

PAYMENT Only Forest Service Offices can accept
cash and checks, in addition to credit card payments.
All discount cards (Golden Age, Golden Access, and
BWCAW Seasonal Fee cards) must be presented at the
time of permit pickup to receive a discount, otherwise a
full user fee will be charged. Non-Forest Service permit
pick-up locations only accept credit card payments and
may charge up to a $2.00 fee to issue an overnight
permit.

BWCAW User Fees 
User fees are required for all overnight visitors to the
BWCAW between May 1 and September 30. 

USER FEES PER PERSON PER TRIP

Adult  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10.00

Youth 0–17  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5.00

Golden Age/Access Card Holders  . . . . . .$5.00

BWCAW SEASONAL FEE CARD The pur-
chase of a BWCAW Seasonal Fee Card fulfills the user
fee requirements for the season, but does not eliminate
the need for obtaining a BWCAW wilderness permit.
For reserved permits, it does not eliminate the need to
pay the $12.00 reservation fee and $20.00 deposit.
Seasonal Fee Cards may be purchased by mail after
November 15 or by phone after February 1 from the
BWCAW Reservation Center at Reserve America. They
may also be purchased in person after May 1 at any
Forest Service Permit Issuing Station. Seasonal Fee Card
applications can be obtained at Superior National
Forest Offices or from the BWCAW Reservation
Center.

SEASONAL FEE CARD COSTS 
PER PERSON

Adult  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$40.00

Youth 0–17  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20.00

Golden Age/Access Card Holders  . . . . . .$20.00

SUPERIOR NATIONAL FOREST
INFORMATION www.fs.fed.us/r9/superior

Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
(BWCAW) Permits

Permits are required year-round for all day and
overnight visitors to the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness. Reservations can only be made for
quota permits. Quota permits are required by
groups taking an overnight paddle, motor, or hiking
trip, or a motorized day-use trip into the BWCAW
from May 1 through September 30.

The quota system regulates how many groups can
begin a trip at each entry point each day. In addition

to the daily quotas, motorized boats are also limited
by a weekly motor quota. Groups may only enter the
BWCAW on the entry date and through the entry
point specified on the permit. Permits may only be
picked up the day before or the day of entry. Permits
are not transferable. Reservations are recommended
since there are a limited number of quota permits
available for each entry point. Quota permits can only
be issued by Forest Service permit issuing stations or
by designated Cooperator permit issuing stations.

b o u n d a r y  w a t e r s  c a n o e  a r e a  w i l d e r n e s s

 



Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness 
2007 Wilderness Permit Reservation Application

SELECT METHOD OF TRAVEL Overnight Paddle* q Overnight Hike* q Overnight Motor* q

Day Use Motor q Day Use Motor to Canada—all nights in Canada q

*In addition to the $12.00 Permit Reservation Fee required for all reserved permits, an Overnight User Fee Deposit of $20.00 is also 
required. The total amount required to reserve an overnight permit is $32.00.

PLEASE INDICATE IF THIS WILL BE A GUIDED TRIP No q Yes q

If you checked yes, please name guide ___________________________________________

PLEASE INDICATE IF THIS IS FOR A NON-PROFIT GROUP 
Instead of specific names in the trip leader and alternate leader fields, organizations with legal non-profit status may list the
organization name as the trip leader up to three (3) times per season. Please include the location, troop number, etc., in the 
name (i.e. “Boy Scout Troop 45 – Duluth”). Organizations utilizing this option must be prepared to show evidence of 
legal nonprofit status when picking up the permit.

No q Yes q If yes, Non-Profit Group Name_________________________________________ 

Contact Person______________________________________________________

COMPLETE TRIP LEADER CONTACT INFORMATION

Name________________________________________ Phone___________________________________

Address_______________________________________ Fax_____________________________________

Apt. No.______________________________________ E-mail__________________________________

City, State________________________Zip__________

LIST UP TO THREE ALTERNATE TRIP LEADERS It is recommended that you list three alternates, others in the group that
would use the permit in your absence—these cannot be added at a later date. Only the designated trip leader or alternates may pick
up the permit. The person that picks up the permit becomes the trip leader and must be with the group for the duration of the trip.

Alt Trip Leader No. 1 ______________________________ Alt Trip Leader No. 2 ________________________________ 

Alt Trip Leader No. 3 ______________________________

SELECT ENTRY POINT AND ENTRY DATE

ENTRY ESTIMATE ENTRY POINT ENTRY POINT EXIT POINT EXIT POINT
DATE EXIT DATE NUMBER NAME NUMBER NAME

PREFERRED

ALTERNATE

INDICATE YOUR PREFERRED PERMIT PICK-UP LOCATION Permits must be picked up at the location specified. 
Your confirmation letter will include information about your specified permit pick-up location. Photo identification is required 
to pick up a permit.

Permit Pick-up Location______________________________

PLEASE INDICATE ANTICIPATED GROUP SIZE AND NUMBER OF WATERCRAFT 
YOUR PARTY INTENDS TO USE

Group Size (May not exceed 9) Number of Watercraft (May not exceed 4) 

PAYMENT How do you wish to pay for your $12.00 reservation fee (required for all permits) and $20.00 user fee deposit (required for
overnight permits). Cash is not accepted.

Check or Money Order q Made for the amount due and made payable to “NRRS”

Credit Card q TYPE q Visa q Mastercard q Discover q American Express
Cardholder’s Name________________________ Card Number__________________

Expiration Date_________

General public BWCAW application 9/2006

BE SURE OF YOUR PLANS BEFORE 
SUBMITTING YOUR RESERVATION

• Any change will require a new $12.00 Reservation Fee

• Group size changes can be made when the permit is picked
up, but may never exceed 9 people.

• Permits can only be issued to the designated trip leader or
alternate trip leaders; photo identification required.

• Be sure to check your confirmation letter when it arrives—
if an email address is listed, it will be sent electronically.

• A $12.00 non-refundable reservation fee is required for 
each day or overnight permit reserved.

BWCAW RESERVATION
CENTER CONTACTS

Website www.bwcaw.org
Phone (Toll Free) (877) 550-6777

Fax (518) 884-9951
TDD Number (Toll Free) (877) TDD-NRRS

International Reservations (518) 885-9964
Mailing Address BWCAW Reservation Center

PO Box 462
Ballston Spa, NY 12020

!


